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Who: Brittany Ryan is a Southern California-based 
bronze sculptor. She shares strong ties with Laguna 
College of Art and Design in Laguna Beach, where she 
earned both her BFA and MFA degrees, joined  
its faculty in 2014 and continues to teach sculpture 
there today.

What: Her sculptures explore the universal human 
themes of camaraderie and isolation, empowerment 
and vulnerability, uniformity and individuality.  

How: Ryan creates her work from observing live 
models. She begins the design with a process of 
concept drawings and mauquettes; then the sculpture 
is brought to full scale in clay. The work is then 
molded and cast in her material of choice. Texture 
and a sense of “unresolve” are present in the surface, 
letting the viewer see her process and acknowledge 
the artist’s hand, as she says, “within the deception of 
realism.” 

Quoted: “I search for the space that lingers between 
narrative and poetry for my sculptures to inhabit, 
balancing a contemporary aesthetic with formal 
sculpture techniques and approaches. My goal is for 
viewers to relate deeply to the power and intent of my 
figures; to care about where they are going, and to feel 
what motivates them.”

Noted: Ryan recently completed a three-year 
monumental sculpture project consisting of four 
walking figures at heroic scale cast in bronze, installed 
at the historic main campus of Laguna College of 
Art and Design. Ryan was awarded the Elizabeth 
Greenshields award grant, which supports the success 
and development of emerging representational artists.

Hopes: Ryan is developing and refining an ambitious 
group of figures that attempt to capture the awkward 
stages of life and the underlying beauty which can be 
found in unusual places. She hopes to build a cohesive 
body of work that contemplates social behavior, 
namely our desire for social acceptance and other 
aspects of modern life. As told to Jeannie Denholm 
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